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MINISTER HOLLIDAY TO ADDRESS THE EUROPEAN CRUISE COUNCIL IN 

BRUSSELS 

The Deputy Chief Minister, Hon Joe Holliday, will be attending the European Cruise 

Council Ports Summit which takes place in Brussels today.   The Minister will be 

giving a presentation on Gibraltar’s maritime industry and will be a guest at a 

reception and dinner this evening.   He will then also attend the 5th Annual European 

Cruise Council Conference, which takes place tomorrow Wednesday 15 June.   

Among the issues being discussed will be Optimising Cruise Operations in Europe, 

Environmental Sustainability, Regional Assessment and Challenges for Ports and a 

State of the Industry debate with the Presidents of AIDA Cruises and Costa Cruises, 

the Executive Vice President of Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines and the Managing 

Director of MSC Cruises. 

 

The European Cruise Council (ECC) represents the leading cruise companies 

operating in Europe and has 30 members and 34 associate members.   The ECC 

promotes the interests of cruise ship operators within Europe, liaising closely with the 

EC Institutions, the Commission, the Parliament, the Council of Ministers and their 
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Permanent Representatives, as well as with the European Maritime Safety Agency.   

The ECC also looks to protect the interests of its Members through close liaison with 

other European bodies, such as the European Community Shipowners Association, 

the European Seaports Association and the European Travel Agents & Tour 

Operators Association.   The ECC promotes cruising to a wider public audience to 

encourage expansion of the European cruise market and works closely with a 

number of regional bodies such as Cruise Baltic, Cruise Europe, Cruise Norway and 

MedCruise.    

 

The European cruise industry continues to increase its share of the global cruise 

market, with 23.8 million passengers visiting a European port in 2009, while the 

industry generated €34.1 billion of goods and services and provided almost 300,000 

jobs.   In 2009, there were 187 cruise ships operating in Europe, ranging in size from 

3,600 passengers to less than 100. 

 

Minister Holliday said he was looking forward to being able to address such a 

distinguished audience and to highlight the importance of the Port of Gibraltar and 

the various components of its maritime industry.   “The ECC draws together under 

one roof, all the top management of every cruise line operating in Europe.   It is a 

rare opportunity to brief these decision-makers on what Gibraltar has to offer and 

what developments are taking place to keep us at the forefront of such a competitive 

industry”. 

 

Minister Holliday said he would be briefing the delegates on the situation, following 

the incident on 31 May and advising all the cruise line representatives of the Gibraltar 

Government’s future intentions for the Western Arm. 
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